19th March 2021
Headteacher's Weekly Roundup Newsletter: Week 24
Dear Parent/Carer,
We have now finished offering lateral flow tests in school. Students have handed this process exceptionally well
and I must thank staff who have manned the testing centres too. It has been a logistical challenge and with so
many students out of class for testing it has made settling back into school all the more challenging.
All students have been given 6 weeks’ worth of home tests and an instruction letter and Government guide. These
can all be found on our website in the news section.
There are two help videos which can be seen here:
 https://youtu.be/su1PJyR0op0
 https://youtu.be/WCRxjkOFErw
Here are a few reminders about home testing:
 When to test- Test twice a week. Sunday night or Monday morning and Wednesday night or Thursday
morning
 Report every result to NHS https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result
 If 1st test is void – do another test and email office@bridlingtonschool.org.uk or telephone on 01262
607393 to tell us.
 If 2nd is void – self-isolate with household, arrange a PCR test and email office@bridlingtonschool.org.uk or
telephone on 01262 607393 to tell us.
 If result is positive – self-isolate with household, arrange for a PCR test and email
office@bridlingtonschool.org.uk or telephone on 01262 607393 to tell us.
 A negative PCR test would override the Lateral Flow result and allows you to stop self-isolating.
 Keep testing over Easter
Do not use the home lateral flow test if your child is showing symptoms of Covid-19:
It is really important that you keep your child off school if they or anyone in your household is showing symptoms of
Covid-19 or is waiting for a test and your household self-isolates:
 A new and continuous cough
 High Temperature
 Loss or change in sense of taste or smell
Please do inform the school if anyone in your household has symptoms, is awaiting a test or has tested positive by
calling 01262 607393 or emailing office@bridlingtonschool.org.uk.

Centre Assessed Grades:
Students who are grading this Summer are working hard to consolidate the evidence that will be used to prove the
grade they are performing at. Staff and students are pulling together that evidence base. Further guidance from
exam boards is expected in the next few weeks. We will publish this to you as soon as we have it.
I want to reassure you that students will be graded based on a range of evidence showing their ability in the
content that has been taught and that teachers are fully aware of what learning journey has been possible for each
student. OFQUAL and JCQ require us to internally Quality Assure evidence during March, externally Quality Assure
evidence with exam boards in April and submit grades in June. Ultimately the exam boards will award the grades.
We are focusing heavily on ensuring each student has the skills, knowledge and ability to progress to the next stage
We look forward to discussing this further at Year 11 parents evening on Thursday 25th March.
Course Completion: When do Year 11 and Year 13 leave?
Year 11 and Year 13 will have completed their evidence for submission by 28th May 2021. This will be their last day
of school and they will finish with a leavers assembly.
Results Days:
Results will be emailed to student school email accounts and followed up with 1-2-1 communication to
ensure that every student is supported to move to their next step whether it be employment, an
apprenticeship or further studies.
 A Level Results will be published 10th August 2021
 GCSE Results will be published 12th August 2021
 BTEC Results will be published no later than the GCSE and A Level results (guidance is expected by
the end of the month)
Uniform Policy:
Thank you for your incredible efforts in resolving uniform issues over the last two weeks. Now we have made such
great progress we are again reverting back to our high expectations.
Coats – we have 15 classrooms in school which are colder when the wind blows and teachers are using their
professional judgement to allow students to wear coats. The rest of the school and classrooms are maintaining
thermal comfort and students and staff are expected to follow the underlying rule that coats will be off in class and
students will be sat in their uniform. After Easter we are expecting this to be the blanket rule across the whole
school without exception.
Hats / Hoods – Where students are sat in coats in class we expect them to remove their hat / hood. Some students
are ‘comforting’ themselves by retreating into their coat and hood / hat with a face covering on. This is not good
for them and is not conducive to learning. We have always maintained hats and hoods off inside the building rule
and this will now be policed by all staff all the time now students have had a few weeks to settle back in.
Rings and nose piercings – These have never been allowed in school. We will be enforcing this from next week
onwards now students have settled back in. Nose piercings seem to have become a popular item of jewellery to
wear hidden under a face covering. Nose piercings are not allowed and students will be asked to remove them if
they are seen.

Earrings – Now students have settled back in we will enforcing the uniform policy rule on earing which is a
maximum of one pair of studs (one in each ear) in each ear.
Students who are late to lessons:
We know that school is about so much more than just learning in class. We fully appreciate that returning to school
has offered a much craved for opportunity for students to socialise once again. We also appreciate that students
have needed to get used to the one-way system (again) and for some find new classrooms on their updated
timetable. We have given lots of leeway for this over the last two weeks for students to get back in the swing of
things.
Bubbles are kept separate by the staggered times of the day which does not work if students are late and
deliberately dawdling to socialise. I understand students wanting to maximise their ‘social time’, but the school
cannot run safely like this. In addition, no student or teacher wants their lessons interrupted by late comers.
After two weeks of grace we will now be chasing up lates. A late mark will be issued to a student who arrives
significantly after the rest of the class and when the register has been taken and closed. Teachers will take the
register when the majority of the class have arrived off the one-way system. The pastoral team will be intervening
with students who are significantly and persistently late by detaining them after school to seek a solution. You will
be contacted if your child is required to attend a detention.
Careers:
Skills Humber 2021 – 21st April 2021: In previous years we have taken students to Skills Humber at the Bonus
Arena in Hull. The event offers free and impartial careers advice and will take place virtually this year on 21st April
2021 from 9.30am until 6.00pm. You can register for the event at https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/skills-humber2021-family-individual-registration-registration-111790749140. Please take this opportunity to find information
from around 50 of the regions employers, apprenticeship providers and Further Education and Higher Education
providers.
Free School Meal arrangements:
Parents of students who are entitled to free school meals and are required to self-isolate in accordance with
government guidance, will be provided with a voucher from Schoolvouchers.com (Wonde) to the equivalent value
of the free school meals missed. These will be sent out in arrears, on the Monday following the week the isolation
took place.
Vouchers for the Easter holiday period will be distributed on Monday 29th March for an amount of £30 per student.
These are being sent on behalf of the Local Authority, funded by the Covid Winter Grant. If you have any queries in
relation to your vouchers, please email evansh@bridlingtonschool.org.uk
As always I would like to thank you for your support and should you have any questions, queries or concerns please
do contact us on office@bridlingtonschool.org.uk and we will do all we can to help.
Yours sincerely,

Kate Parker-Randall
Headteacher

