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We hand you the 
torch of life
Bridlington School has a long and rich history dating 
back to 1898 when the school was founded. 

Our motto is taken from the Latin ‘Vitai Lampada 
Tradunt’, written by the Roman poet and philosopher 
Lucretius’ in his poem De Rerum Natura (On the Nature 
of the Universe). It directly translates as ‘They hand on 
the torch of life’. 

Our students have helped us bring this motto to life in 
our prospectus.

Our values are centred on respect for:
• ourselves   • other people   • the environment 

At our last inspection, Ofsted rated the school as ‘good’ 
stating that “the school culture provides pupils with 
a safe and stimulating environment in which they can 
thrive.”

Inspectors found that students are “keen to work hard 
in lessons and challenge themselves to reach the 
higher grades.”

In addition, we have been awarded a Specialist Schools 
and Academies Trust ‘Excellence Award’ for the 
outstanding progress our students made between Year 
7 and Year 11 four years in a row. This means that we 
are in the top 10% of schools in England and Wales for 
student progress.

We have high expectations of all our students and work 
closely with our parents/carers to ensure that every 
student has the opportunity to shine.

Welcome to Bridlington School

Our vision is to be an outstanding and inclusive educational community  
where students love learning, are happy, confident, excited by achievement 
and recognised for their success.

We have already been judged as a good school by Ofsted when they visited 
us in June 2017. They agree that we are now well on our way to becoming an 
outstanding school. We would love you to join us on our journey.

Starting a new school is an exciting but daunting time. To help new learners 
settle into our school we have a full transition programme in place. Our Year 
7 staff team visit primary schools to get to know Year 6 students before they 
join us. We have Induction Days to enable students to meet their Form Tutor 
and teachers, as well as other children from different schools. In addition, 
every parent/carer and their child has a one-to-one meeting to discuss their 
child’s individual needs. This is followed by a parents’ evening early in 
Term 1. Students joining us part way through their secondary career have a 
similar induction and support package.

As a school we aim to provide a wide range of academic and non-
academic opportunities so that students acquire the skills and abilities 
they need to be successful in their futures and can achieve their hopes, 
ambitions and dreams.

I hope this guide gives you all the information you need to know about 
life at our school and that it will inspire you to make Bridlington School 
the choice for you.

Kate Parker-Randall 
Headteacher

Be a bright and 
shining light 
at Bridlington
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Illuminating the path 
to your future
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Glowing report 
from Ofsted
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‘ Bridlington School is a 
good school’

Ofsted, June 2017

Our most recent Ofsted inspection, in June 2017, 
confirmed that Bridlington School is a good school 
and continues to make excellent progress. Inspectors 
said that teaching and learning is strong and sets high 
expectations. They stated that teachers’ skilled use of 
questioning is a strong feature of the school. Lessons 
are well structured, with a sharp focus on ensuring that 
students understand how they can progress to the next 
level and reach their challenging targets.

Since 2013 the progress our students have made in 
external exams has been consistently outstanding. Both 
our students’ attainment and progress was significantly 
above the national average in our 2017 GCSEs.

Ofsted were impressed with our high standards of 
teaching, achievements, behaviour and leadership. 
They praised the positive attitudes of our students, who 
speak highly of the way in which they are expected to 
show respect for others and are willing to help each 
other during lessons. Ofsted noted that students feel 
safe in school and behave impeccably around the school 
site during breaks and between lessons.

Most importantly, students enjoy school and are keen to 
succeed. They behave well and have positive attitudes 
towards learning.

Our school day
8.30am - 9.30am Lesson 1
9.30am - 10.30am Lesson 2
10.30am - 10.45am Break
10.45am - 11.45am Lesson 3
11.45am - 12.45pm Lesson 4
12.45pm - 1.30pm Lunch
1.30pm - 1.45pm Tutor Time
1.45pm - 2.45pm Lesson 5
2.45pm - 3.45pm Lesson 6 
   (Optional independent 
   study/extra-curricular 
   activities)

Bridlington School offers a rich and varied curriculum for students, to provide 
them with a wealth of opportunities to succeed. Learning is tailored to 
individual abilities and needs so that every student can fulfil their potential.

“Teachers and pupils believe all pupils can meet aspirational targets”

Ofsted, June 2017

In Key Stage 3 (Years 7 and 8) students study the following subjects: English, 
Maths, Science, Sport, History, Geography, French and/or Spanish, ICT, Music, 
Drama, Art, Design Technology, RE and PSHCE.

In Key Stage 4 (Years 9 - 11) students can choose options from a range of courses 
to study alongside core subjects (English, Maths, Science, Sport, PSHCE and RE). 
Optional GCSEs include: Art, Digital Media, Drama, Food Technology, French, 
Geography, Graphics, History, Music, Product Design, Spanish and Textiles. 
Vocational option courses include: Level 2 BTECs in ICT, Performing Arts and Sport.

Sixth form  
We are part of the Shores Consortium. Through increased 
collaboration we are able to offer an impressive choice of 
different courses and qualifications to suit a broad range of 
learners.

“The school is meticulous in ensuring that students 
progress to suitable and successful courses at post-16.”

Ofsted, June 2017

To find out more, visit www.theshores.org.uk



Brighten  
your life
Our Personal and Social Development  
programme is based around Fundamental  
British Values (FBV) and promotes respect  
for yourself, each other and the environment.

Students study one hour of Personal, Social,  
Health and Citizenship Education (PSHCE) a  
week, which includes Economic Well-being,  
Health and Sex Education, Politics, Community 
and Religious Education themes. In addition we 
have a series of ‘FBV and PSHCE days’ that run 
throughout the school year.

“An extensive range of educational and 
enrichment opportunities enables pupils 
to develop new skills and establish positive 
relationships with others.”

Ofsted, June 2017
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We will guide 
your way
“Pupils value the support given to them  
by teachers and other adults in the school.”

“Pupils reflect regularly on their learning  
and make very effective use of the time  
given for them to respond to their teachers’ 
comments or questions.”

“Pupils feel safe in the school and feel  confident  
to talk to the pastoral team if they have concerns.”

Ofsted, June 2017

Care, guidance and support are top priorities and we 
believe that every student deserves the best possible 
level of support, tailored to their needs.

An education at Bridlington is about  more than 
academic learning – we want students to excel 
academically, socially and personally as they  
progress through their educational journey.

Each student:
is a member of a Tutor Group that stays together 
throughout their school years and is led by a Form Tutor;

has a range of subject teachers who carefully monitor 
their personal, academic and social achievements;

is encouraged and supported to take part in visits, 
trips, sports, drama, music and social events;

is given specialist advice when making important 
decisions such as Careers, GCSE Option Choices or Post 
16 opportunities;

is encouraged to access volunteering opportunities 
and is encouraged to engage in the schools’ charity 
work involving a broad range of educational and leisure 
activities and events;

has additional support from the Student Support Team 
when it is needed in order to make the best possible 
progress and fulfil their potential.



Students 
that shine…
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Ellexsis Year 7
Starting a new school is always scary because you 

don’t know your way around or any of the staff. 
When I started at Bridlington I didn’t feel scared 

though because I had already been for lots of visits.

 I had also met Mrs Nicholson (Head of Lower 
School) and my pastoral manager with my mum 

and had a chance to get to know them a bit. I 
settled in really quickly and the pastoral team 
made sure that we were rewarded with trips to 

Lightwater Valley, Dalby Forest  
and Big Fun.

Jermain Year 7
I like the fact that you can use technology in 

lessons to help you learn – like iPads, laptops and 
flip cameras. Also the teachers do lots of group and 

paired work and you can be active in lessons. It’s 
not all sitting listening and writing, although we do 

that too. 

I joined Bridlington School part way through Year 
7 and settled in really easily. I was supported by 
a Peer Mentor and the other students in the class 

were welcoming and friendly.

Ashley Year 7
Bridlington School is a really good school. As well 

as pushing you hard in your academic subjects there 
are lots of opportunities to get into different sports 
and other activities. The sports facilities are great 

and there are loads of after school clubs you can get 
involved in. 

We are encouraged to attend 100% and are rewarded 
in assemblies with Pod Parties and at the school’s 

Celebration of Achievement evening. I have  
made really good progress in Year 7 and  

exceeded most of my end of  
year target grades.

Michelle Year 7
I was really nervous when I started Bridlington 

School because it’s a much bigger school than my 
primary school and there are lots of people I don’t 
know. When I got here though everyone was really 

friendly and helpful.

 I am now at the end of Year 7 and I have made lots 
of new friends. I really like the lessons, especially 
Drama and I have been in the school production at 
Bridlington Spa. This was a great experience and I 
met people from all year groups. This has helped 

me become more confident.



Student life
Super sporting opportunities 
Students have access to a whole range of sporting 
and physical activities, including fitness, golf, dance, 
volleyball, sailing, rock climbing and trampolining. 
Having the Bronze National School Games Mark 
enables our students to access competitions and 
tournaments at all levels.

National Sports Leader Awards are available for 
all students and there are many community-based 
opportunities provided through the ‘Step into 
Sport’ programme. The Duke of Edinburgh Award 
Scheme creates further chances for students to face 
challenges, learn independence and be successful.

Terrific technology
There’s something for everyone with Product Design, 
Food Technology, Textile Technology and Digital 
Media on offer. We also use iPads and iPods, flip 
cameras and Green Screen technology to support 
students with their learning.

Amazing arts activities
Students have lots of opportunities to ignite their 
creativity through activities like ceramics, sculpture, 
photography and film making. Many students learn 
to play musical instruments and we have several 
fantastic choirs and an orchestra who regularly 
perform in concerts in school, local festivals and 
theatres. Dance and Drama are also very popular, with 
students taking part in Talent Shows and an annual 
Musical Theatre production at Bridlington Spa. The 
school has recently been awarded the Arts Mark in 
recognition of the high quality of our Arts education.
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Combined 
Cadet 
Force (CCF)
The only one in the region!
We are one of the few state schools in the region to 
have our own Combined Cadet Force, which gives 
students the opportunity to experience a flavour of 
life in the Army and RAF. Many of our students go on to 
a successful career in the armed forces and travel all 
over the world.

The CCF opens up lots of different opportunities for 
students to take part in different activities and team 
building events and helps them develop a wide range 
of skills that help them achieve success at school and 
in later life.
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Parents matter too
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Shining 
rewards
We have high standards for our students and operate 
a Positive Discipline policy which includes clear rules, 
rewards and sanctions to ensure outstanding behaviour.

This includes the Rewards Scheme which provides students 
with their own reward credit card. Reward points are 
allocated to students electronically through their online 
account to reward good behaviour, effort, achievement, 
attendance and punctuality. Students can then ‘spend’ their 
reward point in the online shop.

Excellent attendance and punctuality are essential for 
students to achieve success and we expect all students to 
strive for 100% attendance. Students are rewarded with  
points for every day that they come to school on time. 
Those with 100% attendance are rewarded and celebrated.
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Working in partnership with parents/carers is very 
important to us and vital to our students’ success at 
school.

Parents/carers living in our catchment area can feel 
confident that their children will access an excellent 
standard of education at their local secondary school.

In the Ofsted survey, 100% of parents said they would 
recommend Bridlington School to others.

Every student has a planner, which is used to record 
targets and track progress, record homework details, 
plan independent study and record 
information about activities and 
events. Parents/carers are 
asked to check and sign the 
planner weekly.

Parents/carers are invited in to school to discuss 
their child’s progress with teachers and form tutors 
at regular parents evenings. Termly reports provide 
information about academic progress, effort and 
attendance in individual subjects.

Parents/carers and students are also encouraged 
to use the school’s VLE to monitor progress, 
access learning materials, submit homework and 
communicate with staff.

Pastoral Managers and the Heads of Key Stage 4 (Year 
9, 10 and 11) and Key Stage 3 (Year 7 and 8) and the 
Head of Sixth Form are always on hand to answer any 
queries or concerns.
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School uniform 
(Year 7–11)
High standards and a positive work ethic are central to a successful 
future. Our school uniform creates a sense of belonging to our 
school community and sets the tone for all our work.

Call us on: 01262 672593 www.bridlingtonschool.co.uk            @BridSchool

PE (Girls and Boys)
Years 7 to 8:
•  Navy polo shirt with red collar 

and arms

•  Navy rugby shirt with red 
collar and arms

•  Navy blue shorts (not cycling)

• Navy tracksuit bottoms

• Long red socks

• Short red socks

• Trainers

•  Football boots  
(certain sports)

• Gum shield (certain sports)

• Shin pads (certain sports)

Years 9 to 11:
•  Red polo shirt with navy  

collar and arms

•   Red rugby shirt with navy 
collar and arms

It is advisable that clothing is clearly marked with the student’s name 
in case of loss.  

We do not allow students to wear jewellery, except for one stud per 
ear for those with pierced ears.  No other body piercings are allowed.  
Neither are ear plugs.  

No accessories to nails including acrylics, varnishes, gels, jewels etc.

Hair should be clean and well kept - extreme or unusual styles/
unnatural colours are not acceptable.  

Make-up should be subtle, if worn.  Any student wearing excessive 
make-up will be asked to remove it.    

The Headteacher will have the final decision on the definition of 
extreme/unusual/unnatural hair styles and make-up.

Students in Years 7 to 11  
(Girls and Boys) are required 
to be dressed as follows:

Girls and Boys 
Years 7 to 11:
•  Plain black Bridlington School 

trousers with blue badge

•  Low heeled, plain black shoes  
(no coloured flashes,  
coloured soles or logos)

• A sensible outdoor coat

 Years 7 and 8:
•   Black Bridlington School 

sweatshirt or cardigan with  
a blue badge

•  White Bridlington School polo 
shirt with blue badge

Years 9 to 11:
•  Black Bridlington School 

sweatshirt or cardigan with  
purple badge

•   White Bridlington School  
polo shirt with purple badge



01262 672593

At Bridlington School we will light up the pathway to your 
future and guide you on your journey.

We are very proud of our heritage, whilst embracing the future 
and delivering a forward-thinking education for our students.

To reignite our motto we have brought it into the 21st Century to 
make it relevant to you.

The words on our crest are taken from the Latin ‘Vitai Lampada 
Tradunt’, written by the Roman poet and philosopher Lucretius’ 
in his poem De Rerum Natura (On the Nature of the Universe), it 

directly translates to ‘They hand on the torch of life’.

www.bridlingtonschool.co.uk           @BridSchool

Bessingby Road, Bridlington, YO16 4QU


